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Answer all the questions.
Section A
1 Here is a list of electrical units
As Cs” Js’ Jc’ VA’
Choose the correct unit for

(Q) EIECITIC CUITENT ..ot nssssnssnnnnnnns

2 Three temperature sensors A, B and C were plunged into boiling water at the same
moment. The graph below shows their responses.
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(a) State the sensor with the longest response time...........coooviiiiiiiiiie e [1]
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(b) The temperature rise of each sensor was 80 °C.

Calculate the average sensitivity of sensor A between room and boiling water

temperatures.

SENSILIVITY = e

[Turn Over
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3 Fig. 3.1 and Fig. 3.2 show two satellite images, taken about two weeks apart in early

2000, of the Ninnis Glacier disintegrating into the Antarctic Ocean.

© 3000 Canadian Space Agency

© 2000 Canadian Space Agency

Fig. 3.1 Fig. 3.2

(@) Both images are 300 pixels wide x 250 pixels high.
A 40 km scale marker has been added to Fig. 3.1.

Estimate the resolution of these images.

resolution = .....cooviieeieeeeee m pixel'[1]

(b) Estimate the distance ice shelf B has drifted during the two weeks.

distance ..........ccccce km [1]

(c) The images show the first large-scale break up of the Ninnis Glacier in recorded
history.

Suggest one way in which the evidence presented in this pair of images is important
to humans.

1]




4 Fig. 4.1 shows two waveforms displayed on an oscilloscope screen.
One is the original analogue signal from a recording of a dolphin whistling.

The other is the result of digitising it to the nearest of 8 binary coded levels.
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Fig. 4.1

(@) (i) Read from the graph the time period T in microseconds for one complete cycle
of the dolphin whistle.

(ii) Calculate the frequency f corresponding to this time period T.

(b) The waveform is sampled every 1.0 us.

Calculate the rate at which the sampled information is transmitted.

information rate = ........cocoocieieeeennn. bits s " [2]

[Turn Over




6
5 An original signal of amplitude 3.0 V has a random noise signal of amplitude 0.5 V added
to it.

Calculate the maximum number of bits per sample that can be coded for this signal.

maximum number of bits per sample = ..........ccccco

6 Here are five mechanical properties of materials
elasticity hardness toughness stiffness strength

For each of the following descriptions of mechanical properties of materials write down
the property being described from the list.

The stress required to break @ material ..............cooiiiiiiiiii e

A measure of the difficulty of scratching or denting the material .................cccooc

7 Avresistoris rated at 470 Q and maximum power of 0.50 W.

Calculate the potential difference across the resistor, when running at its maximum
power.

potential difference = .......cccccoiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. V[2]




8 A class experiment sets out to measure the breaking force of cotton thread. The
histogram below shows the frequency of occurrence for each breaking force measured.
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number of
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breaking force / N

Showing your working clearly, state your best estimate of the breaking force of this cotton
thread.

Give an estimate of the uncertainty in the measurement.

Give your answers to a sensible number of significant figures.

breaking force = .............. o N [3]
Section A Total: [21]
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Section B

9 A vertical filament lamp is set up a distance u in front of a converging lens as shown in

Fig.9.1.

A real image of height h is focused on the screen at distance v from the lens.

filament lens screen
lamp and image

(@) (i) On Fig. 9.1, mark with the letter F the focus of the converging lens.

(ii) Explain using Fig. 9.1 why in this example the real image is not formed at F.

& You will be awarded marks for the quality of your written communication.

[2]

[1]
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(b) The distance of the screen from the lens is varied; the image is refocused by
changing the object distance u.

Fig. 9.2 shows image height h with a £ 5% uncertainty, plotted against image

distance v.
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Fig. 9.2

(i) Draw accurately the lines of best, maximum and minimum possible slope
through the data points on Fig. 9.2.

(ii) State the best estimate and the range of possible values of the intercept on the
horizontal axis.

bestintercept = ... m

intercept range from ................ to m

[1]

[1]
(1]
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(c) (i) Explain why this intercept is equal to the focal length f of the lens.

(ii) State the power of the lens with an estimate of its uncertainty.

Use data from (b), making your method clear.

power of lens = .............. + ...

[1]

[Total 11]
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11

10.1 shows how the resistance of a thermistor varies with temperature.
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Fig. 10.1

(a) Use the graph to describe in detail how the resistance varies with temperature, and

& You will be awarded marks for the quality of your written communication.

to illustrate the meaning of the term sensitivity.

[4]
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(b) Fig. 10.2 shows this thermistor together with a resistor in a temperature sensing
potential divider circuit.

N

thermistor
6.0:V d.c. \\
I resistor
Fig. 10.2

(i) A voltmeter is to be connected to the circuit to indicate an increasing p.d.
when the sensor detects an increasing temperature.

On Fig. 10.2 draw the circuit connections for a voltmeter to measure a p.d.
that rises with increasing temperature.

(if) The value of the resistor in Fig. 10.2 is 200 Q. The thermistor is at 65 °C.

Show that the current drawn from the 6.0 V supply is about 20 mA.
Use data from Fig. 10.1.

1]

[3]
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(c) The graphs X, Y and Z in Fig. 10.3 show how the p.d. across the resistor varies with

temperature, for three different values of the resistor.
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Fig. 10.3
(i) The values of resistance used are 20 Q, 200  and 1000 Q.

State which graph, X, Y or Z, is the curve for the 1000 Q resistor. ..........cccccvvrennnes [1]

(ii) State one advantage and one disadvantage of using output Z for the

temperature sensing circuit.

[2]
[Total : 10]
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11 This question is about an experiment to measure
either the electrical resistivity
or the electrical conductivity
of a highly conducting material of your choice.

(a) (i) State the material and circle the physical property above that you have chosen.

Material

(ii) The experiment would usually be performed on a long and thin sample of the
material, such as a wire.

Justify this shape of the sample for your experiment.

[2]

(iii) Describe with the help of a labelled diagram the equipment and method you
would use to make your measurement.

[3]
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(b) Suggest an experimental difficulty that needs to be overcome, in limiting the
uncertainty in the measurement of your chosen property. Describe how this difficulty
can be overcome in practice.

# You will be awarded marks for the quality of your written communication.

[3]

(c) State the quantities, other than sample dimensions, that you need to measure to
complete your calculation of the resistivity or conductivity.

[1]
[Total: 9]

[Turn over




16

12 This question is about two methods of estimating the size of a molecule.
(a) This is the first method.

Fig. 12.1 is an STM (scanning tunnelling microscope) image of a layer of
molecules. The field of view is 20 nm wide.

20 nm
Fig. 12.1 Courtesy of © Matthias Boehringer, University of Lausanne

Estimate the size of a molecule using this information.

molecular Size = ...ooooiviiieeea,
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(b) Another method is to allow one drop of oil to spread out on a water surface.
(i) The oil drop has a diameter of 0.50 mm.
Show that the volume of oil in the drop is about 0.07 mm®.

Volume of sphere =4 n I
3

(ii) When the oil spreads out on the water surface it forms a circular patch.

This is assumed to be one molecule thick. Therefore the thickness of the patch
gives an estimate of the size of the molecule.

The diameter of the patch can be measured because the oil has moved aside
powder scattered on the water surface as illustrated in Fig. 12.2.

circular patch of oil

scattered/ one diameter

powder of patch

water surface before and after addition of oil drop
Fig.12.2
The diameter of the patch is measured in four different directions.
The results are given below.

diameter / mm 300 280 280 260

Calculate the mean diameter of the patch from these measurements.

mean diameter = ..o,

[2]

[Turn over
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(iii) For a patch of area A and thickness h the volume =A h.

Calculate an estimate of the size of an oil molecule using the data from parts

(b)(i) and (b)(iii).

You may assume that the patch of oil is one molecule thick.

estimate of molecular size

T e m
31

[Total 8]

Total Section B [39]
Paper Total [60]
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